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The Foster Lease
Congress has asked of the Interior

Department all the information in
its possession concerning the much
discussed Foster lease of certain oil
lands in the Osage Indian Reservation
When that information reaches the
Capitol and has been carefully
scanned in committee there will be
much ground for surprise if Congress
does not oppose a renewal of the
lease

A certain Edwin B Foster per
suaded the Interior Department to
issue this lease in 1896 Its term was
defined in the instrument itself as ten
years Since then it has been twice

away so that the present
they may be stand

in the light of purchasers with their
eyes open of all the rights granted
by the lease and of nothing more
This third lessee has subdivided the
ground covered in the lease and sub
let those subdivisions to practical oil
well operators and these operators
in their turn have sun wells an d
erected the machinery incidental to
the production of oil

For the use of this ground and the
right to produce oil the present lease
holding company pays the Indians a
royalty of 10 per cent of all the value
of the oil produced and the actual
operators pay to the holders of the
lease a royalty of 16 23 per cent

The President and his Cabinet have
determined to renew this tenyear
lease They base their decision on
the fact that the well operators have
spent large sums in sinking their
shafts and erecting structures

But this contention does not con
vince The Times that it is wise to
renew the lease On the contrary it
points clearly to an altogether differ
ent course

In the first place the men or the
companies which sank those shafts
and set up the other structures did so
with the termination of the Foster
lease clearly before them They did
not buy the right to occupy ground
indefinitely They bought the right
to occupy It with whatever machin
ery they chose to insta only for the
unexpired years of the original lease
And they knew

Nothing could better established
under the law than that the erection
of buildings on leased ground gives

no new right to the ground
Indeed nothing could be better estab
lished than the Contrary principle
that all fixed buildings erected in
leased ground pass to the owner of
the ground on the expiration of the
lease

The Government is therefore un
der no obligation whatever to protect
these operators But if it chooses to
do so why must it be through the
medium of a parent company at an
avoidable cost to the operators of
62U per cent Why not lease the
ground to the operators themselves
Or why not give the Indians this roy
alty of 16 23 per cent Or better still
why not assess the operators the gen
eral rate elsewhere in force which
is 1212 per cent and thus give the
Indians the royalty paid elsewhere

Furthermore would it not be bet
ter to destroy this Foster lease alto
gether It has been often denounced
by the department It has always
been under suspicion and the depart
ment once went so far as to
it As for the Indians they have pro
tested against it from the very day it
was executed

the Administration thinks it best
to continue the privileges now
by these operators let it do so direct
ly Further tinkering with this mal
odorous Foster lease is akin to invit
tag scandal

Caring for ExPresidents
Periodically there Is propounded a

question as to what shall be done
with exPresidents Replies are nu
merous but nobody has yet demon
strated the need of doing anything
The man who reaches the Presidency
It is fair to assume will be capable
of taking care of himself He would
be apt to resent a movement for malt
lug him the recipient of public boun
ty Nor would the scheme of creat
ing a sort of Senatorshipatlarge for
him appeal to himself or his friends
If his party remained In power he
would be but an individual among
the majority and if his party were
overthrown he would belong to an in
effective minority That the Presi
dent Is from the people and goes
back to the people is a distinctive
and not displeasing feature of the
prevailing form of government

An exchange not friendly to Mr
Roosevelt but putting forth an amus
ig pretense of concern suggested re
cently that after the expiration of his
term he be given charge of the af
fairs of Santo Domingo Of course
this was an affront thinly veiled It
was an insinuation that the Executive
was taking undue interest In the busi
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ness of neighbors and must be
recognized as wholly without basis
of fact What Mr Roosevelt intends
to do perhaps has not been determin
ed even by himself There may be
a certainty however so far as mun
dane events can be deemed certain
that into whatever field he goes he
will take a bodily and mental vigor
placing him far above the average
Individual with whom he may come
in contact or competition To expect
him in any sense to become the ward
of the nation would be an anomaly

There is one living exPresident
Many years older than Mr Roosevelt
and not actively engaged in any spe
cial field he has found satisfactory
and honorable methods of securing
an income to augment his modest for
tune He doubtless is more at ease
than were he in receipt of a pension
or holding a nominal office

That the salary of the President
should be substantially increased is
the common opinion If it were
doubled the head of the Government
could expend as much as required by
his station and yet retire with enough
to render the question of caring for
him no longer worthy of discussion

Pursing the Senate
It is the desire of Harpers Weekly

that the Senate be purged The Idea
is excellent However the selecting
of certain Senators as the ones upon
whom to begin is hardly fair When
a Senator has been Indicted tried and
found guilty of crime there should
exist no necessity for asking him to
resign When has merely been ac
cused and his trial is a matter of the
future common justice demands that
a verdict be held in abeyance long
enough at least to be coincident with
the verdict of the jury The presump
tion of Innocence should not be
waived when the defendant happens
to be a Senator instead of a tramp

Of the statutory offender the Senate
will be purged fast enough No legis
lature will send back to the dutiesof
the station one who has been proved
secreant through violation of specific
law But ihe process of purging
needs to be more sweeping It should
include the men who buy position
who stand for special interests arid
who though they escape indictment
cannot escape condemnation If Dela
ware were to send Addicks this being
cited as an instance the act would be
disgraceful an insult to the Common
wealth of Delaware to the Senate and
to the people at large Yet there
are Senators who obtained place by
methods no better than Addicks Is
employing and who cannot be regard
ed as safer guardians of the public
honor than he would be cannot be
questioned

If Harpers can suggest the way to
do the purging doubtless it can obtain
the moral backing of several millions
of people

Points in Paragraphs
Osage Indians are civilized enough to

understand when they are being bun
coed

Kansas legislators have got into a
squabble that may prevent any action
In restraint of Standard Oil It ia hoped
that no lobbyist has been pouring any
of the oil on the troubled waters

Mrs Chadwick and her lawyer arc
both in contempt of court although the
court has not yet seemed to realize this

If some of the gentlemen who desire
to ride in the parade would hire the
horses that now painfully pull the de
ereptt herdics they would make a
for the herdics would have to cease op
eration for the day

ExSecretary Long declares the Moii
roe Doctrine is being stretched too
much Perhaps he got the notion from
the fact that he was addressing the rub
ber manufacturers

Oslers theory that men sixty years of
ago should be chloroformed has not
boomed the trade In the anesthetic

President Harper 5s making a plucky
fight for a man with a cancer and he
has the sympathy of the country which
ought to help a little

Schwab is to build Russian ships but
he cannot warrant them to float in
the zone of Japanese fire

Mr Rookefpller has owned an auto
mobile for several days and has not
caught a single pedestrian yet

An attempt has been made to murder
President Morales but such an affair
must be regarded as an episode by any
Santo Domingo statesman

The whole world hopes that the fare
well tour of Sir Henry Irving has not
been made

The Lawson threat to drive Rocke
feller into bankruptcy may mean that
he is going to Inspire the gentleman into
building libraries

Congressman Sulzer of New York has
displayed several symptoms of being
bigger than his party

There will be a silence in the House
soon to mark the place where Baker
used to and sizzle

Several California Congressmen will
soon have a chance to bask Indefinitely
in the matchless climate of their own
State

It is to be hoped that Mr Hearst
having undertaken to show how certain
New York bankers have Jobbed the Gov
ernment will set forth all the facts for
they are mighty interesting

The Wisconsin legislature has attack
ed the wearing of corsets Human am j

bition ever strives after the unattaIn t

able
Miss Ida M Tarbell seems to Standard

011 to he the sort of woman who talks
too much

I IN KANSAS
Said the people that live out In Kansas
Standard OH makes too many advansas

Let us dig our own soil
Spout our own oil

And cut down the extravajjansaa
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IN THE

Society Devotees Crowd the
Dinner Tables

THE INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA

Home of Mr and Mrs Samuel Spencer
6n3 of the Most Hospitable

Washington

NIGHT WAS FILLED

WITH PLEASURE

<

Secretarr of the and Mrs
Hitchcock entertained a dinner party
last night composed of the French Am
bassador and Mme Jusserand the
Ian Ambassador and Baroness Mayor
des Planches Attorney General Moody
Senator Crane Mr and Mrg Wayne
MacVeagh the Rev and Mrs Roland
Cotton Smith Col and Mrs Henry G
Sharpe Mrs Nicholas Fish Mr and
Mrs Parsons and Mfss Margaret Hitch
cock

Senator and Mrs Depew were hosts at
a dinner party at Gprcpran House last
night entertaining the British Ambas
sador and Durand Madam des
Tortes wife of the counselor of the
French embassy Representative Mor
rell Representative Bourke Cockran
Mrs Sheridan Mr and Mrs de Koven
Mr and Mrs May Mr an d Mrs Henry
Ellis Mr and Mrs Hugh Mrs
Herbert Wadsworth Mrs Slater Miss
Sheridan Miss Helen Patten Small
ey Mr Parsons and Frederick May

In celebration of the tenth
satry of the outbreak of the Cuban war
for independence the minister Senor
Quesada and Senora Quesada turned
the legation home in Sixteenth street
last night Into a place of entertainment
Cuban and American flags mingled With
the floral decorations of roses and palms
and ferns At the dinner party
preceded the ball all the members of
the legation staff and their wives
entertained and in addition Senor
Campillo Scnor Conte and Senorita
Cortina all of New York

Mrs mother of the minister Dr Miranda the father SenorQuesada the Eaitean Minister andMme Leger the PeruyJaji ministerRepresentative and Mrs Copper of
Wisconsin and the secretary of theMexican embassy and Gambo
All of the younger members of the Dip
lomatic Corps married and singlea large contingent of fashionable so

to the number of 125 danced Inreceiving her guests Senora
wore a gown of yellow silk veiled infilmy lace
Spencers Are Hospitable

Mr and Mrs Samuel Spencer are
among the newer acquisitions Wash
ington society but long known as hos
pitable in New Y rk and
at their beautiful home ia Massachu
setts avenue have the latch ever
out They have been frequent dinner
hosts during the past few weeks and
last night had as their guests at dinnerSecretay of th Navy and Mrs 3ilor
Tuxedo Park N Y who are their
house guests for the inaugural exer
cises Senator Kean Miss Kean Sen
ator ElkIn Senator Bacon Representa
tire and Mrs Henry Kirke Porter Mrs
Rocklilh Mrs Johnson Mr and Mrs
Pierre Lorillard and Mr and Mrs
Lothrop Bradley

Mrs Richard Butler had a small but
delightful dinner party at her apart
ments at the Rochambeau last evening
when her list of guests included Justice
and Mrs Brewer Justice and Mrs Me
Kerina Sir Chentung the
Chinese minister and Admiral and Mrs
Chester Mrs But
ler chaperoned a party for Lin
den Bates jr who hadamong his guests Miss Helen
Miss de Koven Lieutenant Simms and
Senator Bletrlch
Mrs Sibleys Tea

Mrs Joseph SIbley wife of the Repre
sentative of Pennsylvania gave one of
the largest teas of the season at her K
street residence this afternoon Receiv
ing with her was her daughter Mrs
William M C Wilson of Franklin Pa
one of a large house party from that
augural ex rclsss and ball

members of the house party all
of whom were with Mrs re
ceiving are Mrs O D Blakeley Mrs
James A Wilson Mrs Edward Hughep
and Mrs Julia Crawford all of Frank
lin Ta The drawing rooms and dining
room were fragrant with the odor of
many blossoms and Mrs Sibley wore in
receiving a gown of blue silk flowered
In pink and trimmed in deeper blue nar
row ruffles of velvet and falls Of lace
Mrs Wilson her daughter wore a gown
of pale blue crepe de chine trimmed
with blue lace

Among the women who scat
tered through the drawing rooms and
who assisted in entertaining the guests
were Miss Cannon Miss Shaw Mrs
Seure Mrs Loose Mrs Southard of
Ohio Mrs Vveeland of New York Mrs
Brick of Indiana Mrs Mann of Illinois
the Misses Cassel of Philadelphia Mrs
Fleming Mrs Richardson Mrs B H
Warner the Misses Sedgely and the
Misses Deemer

Mrs Frederick Stevens entertained last
evening at a small musIcale when her
friends were treated to a most attractive
program by SIgnor Campanari and the
Misses The guests were
invited for 10 oclock and the music
was followed by a supper

Miss Frances Biedler daughter of
Representative Biedler of Ohio gave a
beautifully appointed luncheon yester
day at the in honor of her
sister Mrs James Freeman of Macon
Ga Those present were Mrs Freeman
Miss Hufncr Deemer Misses
Cassel Miss Perle Misses
Parsons Miss GrandIn Mrs Long Miss
Gooch Mrs

The Couple Cotillon held a very
successful meeting last evening at the
Masonic Temple where nearly 200
were received by Mrs Charles H Camp
bell and Mrs John Poor The cotillon
one of the best of the season was led
by Mr Campbell and Paymaster Sam
McGowan U S N The favors were
pretty fans large picture gold
rackets and balls and gay orders of
gold and silver the men A
buffet supper was served at midnight

Mr and Mrs Henry St Tuck
er entertained a dinner party of
people last who afterward at
tended the Sixty Couple

EMPEROR SENDS GIFT
TO HARVARD COLLEGE

CAMBFIDGE Feb 23 Emperor Wil
liam has presented to Harvard Univer
fifty that part of the German exhibit at
the St Louis Exposition which repre
sents the social ethics of Germany

The collection which is regarded
the university as a notable accession
will be tendered to Harvard
next Thursday evening by Dr Theodore
Lewald the imperial German commis
sioner at the St Louis ExnnsU n
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Mrs Latimer Has Scored a
in Social

They Will View Parade
From His Offices

MRS M GORMICK ENDS VISIT
s

r
Other Social Gosaip of the Weeks

Enfl Miss Howell Guest of
Miss Finckel

i
Admiral Dewey who Is still

to his residence illness of several
weeks has invited j all the naval at
taches o foreign embassies and fega
tlons to jjhiSj offices in the Mills

on inauguration day the win
dews or j which overlook Pennsylvania
avenue and afford a fine of the
Inaugural parade

j Mme IWaddlngtbrii la coming from
New Ypf kMarchr toi be present at
the inauguration She will be with her
sister Eugene Schuyler In K

Mrs McCormlck wife of the Amer
ican ambassador accompanied by a
guest Miss daughter of Sir
Charles Scott arrived in St Petersburg
yesterday from Tier visit to the United
States

The ambassador has taken a suite at
the Hotel de 1Europe he will
live during the remainder of his stay in
St Petersburg

Cards are out for a dance at Fort
Myer February 28

Mr and Mrs Speir are at the Chal
fonte Atlantic for a visit

A wellattended euchre party for the
benefit of St Catholic Church
was given last night at the home of Mr
and Mrs John Riley 812 I street north
west

Mrs Bernard nee Helen Blond
helm of New York is visiting her pat
eats Mr and Mrs Henry Blondhelm
1331 Fourandahalf street southwest
where she will be at home to her friends
Sunday afternoon and evening

Mrs Giddings of Danville Iii has ar
rived for a tendays with Miss
Cannon

Miss Rbsalle Howell slaughter of Capt
E P Howell and sister of Clark How
ell of the Atlanta Constitution Is visiting the Misses Finckel 1520 Corcoran
street

BRITTS OBSERVE

IIYATTSVILLE Md Feb
and Mrs George S Britt celebrated the
twentyfifth of mar
riage Thursday evening by a reception
at their home in Wina avenue

Misses Viola Britt Eva Herbert and
Margaret Mowat assisted in receiving
Several telegrams i pi regret were re
ceived The Rev S Ward On
behalf of the Presbyterian Church of
which Mr and Mrs Britt are members
presented a handsome berry set

Of the guests Mesdames Conrad Cbl
lison C 0 Robinson and Edward 3Iul
len and Miss M Frazier were present at
the marriage February 23 18SO The
other guests were Mr and Mrs S
Ward Righter Mr and Mrs Charles C
Robinson Mr and Mrs Clarence Wil
son Mr Louis Bouchat Mr
and Mrs F J Robinson Mr and Mrs
Robert Wilson Mr and Mrs William
S Holton Mr and Mrs John Mowat
Mr and Mrs K J Wilsle Mr and
Mrs J C Wilsie Mr had Mrs Drown
Mr and Mrs Foster Mr and Mrs W
E Richardson Mr Mrs Charles
Bead Mr and George Herbert
Mr and Mrs Vogts Mr and Mrs H
G Machen Mrs C Collins Mrs Walter
Wilson Mrs J C Hilderbrand Mrs P
M Richardson Mrs J A Jennings
Mrs Gorje Mrs Thoinpson Mrs Eugene Cross Mrs Walter Wilson Misses

Mullan M Burns Fannie Nich
ols Pauline Herring May and Ida Sey
both apd Winifred
Duffy Jane Chandler and Ruby Suit
and Dr R G Richardson Charles Rich
ardson Edward Mullin Henry Collins
McCulloufeh Wilson Frank Davis
Thomas Ladson and C Frank Carr

GIRL ATTACKS EAGLE
AND BREAKS ITS NECK

i

COLUMBUS Feb Sailor P
Obal a farmers daughter had a ter
rifle fight with an eagle which wa
trying to carry off a chicken from he
fathers hen

SHe attacked the bird with n broom
It ought viciously until a lucky
With ihii Vkrontn Ha neck

I
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QUIET WEDDING
IN BRIDES HOME

Miss Mary Strickland daughter
of air and Mrs Edwin B Smith and
Henry F Pierce of this city mar
ried Wednesday evening at the home of
the brides The wedding was a
quiet one only the immediate mem
hers of the families being present due
to the mother of the groom being In
mourning

The bride entered the parlor with the
bridegroom The bride has as her only
attendant Miss Florence Baker of Philadelphia Pa Harry Sprucebank was
best man The Thomas
D D was the officiating clergyman
Miss Smiths was of white chiffon
voile over taffeta trimmed with Irish
lace and chiffon roses

The bride carried a shower
bouquet of violets her favorite flower

wore a pale
de chine over white taffeta trimmed
with rose lace
were the recipients of tnany useful and
handsome After the a
collation was served In the dining room
which was also beautifully

f Mr hail Mrs Pierce left Wednesday
evening for f ri extended trip through the
South and Middle West

Miss Susan Catherine Bradt and Er
nest A Huytt were quietly married at
the home of the brides 1023
Twentysecond street northwest at 7
oclock evening the Rev D
L Blakemcre officiating Only the
members of the twP witnessed
the ceremony

An lust announced Is that
of Miss Marie Berlin Theiin of Mt
Washinptbn Md td Thomas B Clark
son of this city
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IN THE BOOR WORLf
Bohemia and Its Charity
One o the most grallfylngr and at the

same time one of the most productive
of recent years is now being as

by the League of
Clubs It is lo be called Bohe

nia and the list of Its contriButors car
les the mind from PresIde t Roosevelt
Grover Cleveland and the King of Siam

down through all trie professions and
most of the arts

There 1st an essay by William Jennings
Bryan on The Newspaper Man

Cox has a poem The Skylark on
Hodden Field Mrs tdy writes on
Fundamental Christian Science Car

Until Gibbons contributes sketch of
Carroll Julld Ward Rowe

the query What and Where Is
Bohemia And Ch rjejf Emory Smith
ti an essay which aeryeff a the intro

Itictidh to the other contributions an
swers Mrs Howes question in fine style

these Interests have flowed tp
jcther for charity The Is being
sold for the benefit of the bu ilding and
Dndpwment of u Journalists home As
each subacrlptldn Is thus an to
the home the price of the book is some

subject to Those who can
pay 100 a copy will be glad to do so
and it is on this class and the
class that can pay JlOOQ or 15000 that the

are centering their attention
The return are most gratifying Before
Its formal publication the book has
found a ready sale at extremely high
prices And after awhile when the price
is lowered it la the confident expecta
lion of the publishers that If may not
lose favor In widening market

n Answer Opportunity
Alvin B Bishop has written for Sug

gestIon a poem called Achievement
ls clearly an answer to the late

Ihgalls Opportunity Its
Wt follows

am X of opportunity
And lord of Naught hOrnsmy view
Or my way I leap the bounds of

blue
level mountains bridge the lashlriarsea
sift the ores of twinkling worlds Tome
The whirling systems twilight eons

Bring tribute vast yet nothing ever
they were Iam shall after be

are my realm and reign my tfirone
is Man

I make him god to know both good
arid 111

To taste all fruits but choose thehigher stilt
aimless never

will the tool but I the master
Thought

Waterloo N T July 8 1904

County Records
Messrs I uffield Co announce

ive of reprints in the ir
of early county records of Vir

the first volume of yhlch
Isnottsyivanla County is Just issued

series is limited to 3000 numbered
printed from type which is to be

distributed and each
Is devoted whenever practicable

single county carefully transcribed
front the original on file at the

court house
Mdijy the earlier records owirig to

vicissitudes Of time had war have
lost the re

preservation to posterity be
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Eearik Ibscn Personality f

Apropos of the Ibsen letters to be js
sued in English this spring an art
by Paul Harboe the French critic

plays of Ibsen bears some inir
eating comment

There is a general im ressIon
says outside ot his native Sftir y
that the dramatist Is a gruff
with haggy side whiskers aii jnteJc
tual who stalks through tit
nrGTcIlessly criticising his feliowi
without a heart without ttr wv
put a of the human what
makes the whole worlS kln

The letters to Brandes
In the Quitony have already proved this 1

conception for In them shot
of smilfes and tealand in of his Intolerance ofpocrlsyaiid Humbug a poetruddy T

publication of the entire colletlrts nf f i a i rr J
d Co wilt be interest to a

his American ana by thpst
others who are curious the pertscnality Of the great splferrce of
erri literature

BurneJones Sympnoay
I have no pplitics and na party and

no particula only thiS is true
that beaut Jg very arid epft

arid torte and aspires and
reuses fifts and i verialls

Lady ijJjirneJOnea qiit is this saying
p h hufetawd la of
tho assages in the rgcSntiy publis hed
Memorials of Edward Burno Jones

jrhlch help to picture the The two
volumes forming this intimate biogra

are illustrated with photogravures
showing BurrieJdnes
sOme paintings

They a human
and loV6blQ man the streak of meiah

in whose nature was more than
compensated by his abounding love of
fun

Repentance Under the Lash
Det Profundis by the late Oscar

Viide was written while Its uiihappy
author was serving his sentence In
Reading Gaol and it what Is
probably the most sincere and personal
expresSion of his pecvllarly arttficlal and
sensitive nature He records his bitter
ness toward society pit his downfall his
abject grief during the first months ot
prison discipline and then the gradual
growth of a repentant sp it and a
courageous resolve to go otit into the

and complete his artistic career
The work will be published in America
by G P Putnams In
clude a of
Wilde reproduced by permission from
an etc made in 1S82 by Ji E

the request of the managers of
Wildes American lecture tour The
English publishers are Messrs Methuen

Notes
Nero Is the title of tKene w play by

Mr Stephen Phillips which thE Macmil
Ian Company hope to istie this spring
The consensus of opinion English and
Amprieari about The Sin of David
emphasizes the growth which the play
reveals in power

The Macmlllan Company has just Is
sued ft brochure entitled Notes tfcr the
Guidance of Authors in th Submission
6f Manuscripts to Publishers in which
will be found a deal of Infor
niatipn on such asthe
tion of amanusbrlpt submitting i
how it is obtained bIndings COVCTS and
cover designs reading and correct
Ing
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